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B 21-24/04/2015  Chiara Melloni The lexicon/syntax 
interface 
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Descrizione 

 

The course will offer an overview of the ongoing debate on the 
lexicon and its interface with morphology and syntax. The focus 
will be laid on verbs and the syntactic-semantic features encoded 
in their lexical representation. Basic concepts such as thematic, 
argument and event structure will be introduced and discussed 
within different frameworks, ranging from lexical-thematic 
stances which argue for the essential role of the lexicon as a sub-
module of grammar (with primitives and operations separated 
from those of syntax) to constructivist approaches, where the 
lexicon is not part of grammar proper and lexical entries do not 
contain grammatically-relevant information.  

Bibliografia: Hale, Ken and Samuel Jay Keyser. 1993. On argument structure 
and the lexical expression of syntactic relations. In Kenneth 
Hale and Samuel Jay Keyser, eds., The view from Building 20: 
Essays in linguistics in honor of Sylvain Bromberger. 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

Levin, Beth, and Malka Rappaport Hovav. 2005. Argument 
realization. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (see in 
part. Chapters 1-4). 

Pustejovsky, James. 1995. The Generative Lexicon. Cambridge, 
MA: MIT Press. (see in part. Chapters 1-7). 

Ramchand, G. 2008. Verb meaning and the Lexicon: a first phase 
syntax. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Reinhart, Tanya. 2002. The theta system–an overview. Theoretical 
linguistics 28.3: 229-290. 

 

 

B 14-15/05/2015 Artemis 
Alexiadou 

Argument structure 
alternations 

8 4  

    A central question in modern linguistic theory concerns the ways 
in which the lexicon interacts with the core computational system 
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Descrizione: 

 

(morphology/syntax) underlying word and sentence formation. 
The complexity of the correspondences between lexical 
representations and syntax is particularly striking in the verbal 
domain. In particular, verbs, as classifiers of events, are 
associated with arguments representing the participants in these 
events, and the arguments are realized in syntax in various and 
complex ways (the verb’s argument realization 
patterns/argument alternations). In this course, we will be 
concerned with identifying  the syntactic heads  that have been 
argued to be relevant for argument structure and the primitives 
that are implicated in argument alternations. 
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Alexiadou, A., E. Anagnostopoulou & F. Schäfer. 2006. The 
properties of anticausatives crosslinguisticaly, in M. Frascarelli 
(ed.), Phases of Interpretation. Berlin: Mouton, 187-212.  

Alexiadou, A., E. Anagnostopoulou & F. Schäfer. to appear. 
External arguments in transitivity alternations. A layering 
approach. Oxford University Press. 

Borer, H. 2005. The normal course of events. Oxford University 
Press. 

Embick, D. 2010. Localism vs. globalism in morphology and 
phonology. MIT Press. 

Ramchand, G. 2008. Verb meaning and the Lexicon: a first phase 
syntax. Cambridge University Press. 

Rappaport Hovav, M. 2014. Lexical content and context. the 
causative alternation revisited. Lingua 141: 8-29. 

Rappaport Hovav, M. and B. Levin. 2012. Lexicon Uniformity and 
the Causative Alternation, in M. Everaert, M. Marelj, and T. 
Siloni, eds., The Theta System: Argument Structure at the 
Interface, Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK, 150-176. 

 


