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[1] xata TOLTOV TOV KAOV MKOV &lg T Xovoa Ttoopvlol Twv Ilepowv, véou pev
MavTeAws Tailg NAilalg, EmleAeypévol d¢ TalC TV OWHATWV €VTRETEIXIS TE Kal
owpals. [2] kata 0é Twvac &vtoAac tov PacAéwe MOgolwouévol, XEOvVov ikavov
ETUOTATAG KAl OWAOKAAOUG E0XNKOTEG TWV TOAEUKWV  E0YWV, TAVTEG d&
Maxedovikailc mavomAlalg MOAVTEAWS KeKOOUNUEVOL, TAQEUBOANV HEV ETTOMOAVTO
TOO TG TMOAEWS, EMWelEAMEVOL 0¢ TQ PaoIAel TV év Tolg OTAOIS AoKN OV Kal peAéTtny
EnunOnoav diapedvtwe.

[3] twv yao Maxeddvwv meog v tov I'dyyov motapov didPactv AvTelmovIwy Kol
TIOAAGKIS €V TALG €KKAN OIS KATABOWVTWV KAl TNV €€ APUWVOG YEVETLY dLACLEOVTWY
TOUTO TO OVOTNUA KATeokevaoev &k Wag pev NAwiac tov Ilegowv kal opoiag
OLVEOTNKOG, duvapevov 0¢ avtitaypa yevéoOat ) Makedovik) GpaAayyL kal o pev
mtept AAEEavdQOV €v TovTOoLS V.

[1] Now there came to Susa at this time a body of thirty thousand Persians, all very young
and selected for their bodily grace and strength. [2] They had been enrolled in compliance
with the king’s orders and had been under supervisors and teachers of the arts of war for
as long as necessary. They were splendidly equipped with the full Macedonian armament
and encamped before the city, where they were warmly commended by the king after
demonstrating their skill and discipline in the use of their weapons.

[3] The Macedonians had not only mutinied when ordered to cross the Ganges River but
were frequently unruly when called into an assembly! and ridiculed Alexander’s pretence
that Ammon was his father. For these reasons Alexander had formed this unit from a
single age-group of the Persians which was capable of serving as a counter-balance to the
Macedonian phalanx.
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[1] 0 8¢ AAéEavdoog twv OAvumiwv oviwv éxrjouvéev év OAvumia tovg Ppuyddoag
TIAVTAG ELG TAG TMATEOAG KATEVAL ATV TV LeQOTVAWY Kat povéwv.

avTog O’ ETUAEEQRG TOVG MEETPUTATOVS TWV TOALTWV ATIEAVOE TG OTOATEIRS, OVTAS WG
pvotovg. [2] muvOavopevog 0¢ MOAAOLS avTWV elval Katadavelovg &v Muéoa Hx
davelx Poaxv Aelmovia Twv HLRIWV TaAdVTwV dLéAvoEV. TV O ATOAELTIOUEVWVY
Makedovwv amelBovviwv kal kata TV EkkAnoiav katafowviwv mago&uvOelg
KATNYyoonoev avtwv tefaonkotws. KAatanAnEapevog d¢ 10 mMAN00g ETOAUNTEV aUTOG
KATABAG ATO TOL PNIHATOS TOUG ALTLWTATOUS TG TAQAXNG TALS Wdlag XeQol apadovvat
TOLG UTNEETALS TEOG TNV TiHwlav. [3] €ml oAD d¢ g dadooas avEavopévng O pEV
Baodelg ek twv éxAedeypévav Tlepowv 1yepovac katéomnoe kat ToUTOVG TEONYEV
€Tl TO MEWTELOV: Ol O¢ Makedoveg petavonioavtes kal TOAAR peta dakQLwV den0évteg
HOYLC éTteloav TOV AAEEaVOQOV aVTOLG dDxAAarynvaL.
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[1] While the Olympic Games were being celebrated, Alexander had it proclaimed in
Olympia that all exiles should return to their cities, except those who had been charged
with sacrilege or murder.

He selected the oldest of his soldiers who were Macedonians and released them from
service; there were ten thousand of these. [2] He learned that many of them were in debt,
and in a single day he paid their obligations which were little short of ten thousand
talents. The Macedonians who remained with him were becoming insubordinate, and
when he called them to an assembly, they interrupted him by shouting.? In a fury, he
denounced them without regard to his own personal risk; then, having cowed the throng,
he leaped down from the platform, seized the ringleaders of the tumult with his own
hands, and handed them over to his attendants for punishment. [3] This made the soldiers’
hostility even more acute, so that the king appointed generals from specially selected
Persians and advanced them into positions of responsibility. At this, the Macedonians
were repentant. Weeping, they urgently petitioned Alexander to forgive them, and with
difficulty persuaded him to take them back into favour.
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[1] ém’ adoxovtog O AONvnow AvtkAéove Pwpaiol katéotnoav OMATOUS AgVKIOV
KopviAov kat Koéwtov TlomiAAov. émt de tovtwv AAELEAVDQOC €l TOV TV
ATIOAEAVHEVWV ARLOUOV AvemAT)owoev €k Twv [legowv kal XA lovg avT@V elg Tovg Ttept
TV aVANV €taev OMAOTIOTAS KAl TO OUVOAOV OUX 1TTOUG €i¢ ToTY TV Makedovwv
vriéAafev. [2] Nkev d¢ kata TovTOoV TOV Kaov kal ITeviéotng dywv ITégoac ToEotac
Kal opevdovntag dopvelovg: kataptléag d¢ ToVTOVG TOIS TEOVTIAQXOVOL OTOATIWTALS
TN KawoOTNTL TS KALWVOTOUIAG Kateokebaoe TNV OANV dUVAULY KEKQAUEVNV KAl
aguolovoav T Wdia moapéoet.

[1] In the archonship of Anticles at Athens, the Romans installed as consuls Lucius
Cornelius and Quintus Popillius. In this year Alexander secured replacements from the
Persians equal to the number of these soldiers whom he had released, and assigned a
thousand of them to the bodyguards stationed at the court. In all respects he showed the
same confidence in them as in the Macedonians. [2] At this time Peucestes arrived with
twenty thousand Persian bowmen and slingers. Alexander placed these in units with his
other soldiers, and by the novelty of this innovation created a force blended and adjusted
to his own idea.

[3] Twv 8¢ Makedovwy €k TV alYHAAWTIOWVY YeYEVVNKOTWVY LIOVG TOV AQLOUOV T@V
nadwv dxoPws €okePato, OVIWV O’ avTWV OXedOV HLElWV dmaot tag agpolovoag
TIOOG TEOPTV EAEVOEQLOV OLVTALELS ATIOUEQLOAG TOVTOLG HEV TTALDEVTAS EMECTNOE TOVG
dwdalovtag v apuolovoav mawelav, avTog d¢ avaAaPwv TNV dUVALLY TOOTYEV €K
Twv Xovowv kal dwPag tov Tiyowv év taic Kagalg kaAovpévals kwpalg
KATEOTQATOTIEDEVOEV.

[3] Since there were by now sons of the Macedonians born of captive women, he
determined the exact number of these. There were about ten thousand, and he set aside for
them revenues sufficient to provide them with an upbringing proper for freeborn children,
and set over them teachers to give them their proper training. After this he marched with
his army from Susa, crossed the Tigris, and encamped in the villages called Carae.
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[8] év oic Hparotiwv dkaigolg nédaig xonoapevog Kat meQLmeowV AQQWOTIX TOV Plov
eEéAmev: O 0 PaoiAels XAAETWS EVEYKAS TO CUUPAV TO OWUA TOU TETEAELTNKOTOG
ITepdikka mapédwkev eig BaBuvAwva xoploar, PovAouevog EmPpaveotatnv avTOL
niomoaoOat TV Tadpnv.

[8] In the course of these, Hephaestion drank very much, fell ill, and died. The king was
intensely grieved at this and entrusted his body to Perdiccas to conduct to Babylon, where
he proposed to celebrate a magnificent funeral for him.
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[2] améxovtog 0 avTOL TOLAKOOIOLS OTtadlovg TN BaPuvAwvog ot XaAdaiot
KaAovpevol peylotnv pev 00Eav év aotpoAoyia megLemompévot, dux d¢ Tvog alwviov
TIAQATNONOEWS TIQOAEYELY elwOOTES T HEAAOVTA, TIQOEXELRIOAVTO HEV €€ EQUTWV TOVG
TMEEOPLTATOVG Kal peyloTnV Eumepiay €xovrag, dx 0 TNG TWV AOTEQWV HavTelag
yvovteg Vv péAAovoav yiveoBal tov Pacléwg teAevtnv év BapuAwvt mpooétalav
unvooat t@ PaciAel Tov kivduvov kat magakeAdevoacOoal pundevi TQ0TW TV €ig TNV
oA eloodov moumjoacOat [3] dOvaocOat d¢ avtov Ekduyelv TOvV KivOuvvov, €av
avaotor tov kabnonuévov Vo Ilegowv toL BrjAov tadov kai v BefovAevpévny
000V Eéruotoag maQéA0n v oA, twv d¢ dmootaAéviwv XaAdalwv O meokpLOeic,
ovopa BeAepavng, T pév Bacidel ovveADelv eic Adyoug ovk étéAunoe dix tov Gpopov,
Neaoxw 0 évi twv AAeEavdpov Gidwv kat WOlav éviuxwv kal TX KATo HEQOG
anayyeidag nEiov dMAwoat T PactAel.
[4] 0 O AAéEavdooo dkovoag mapx toL Nedpyov TV TV XaAdalwv mEdeonotv
KATETAQYN Kal HAAAOV ael TV dyxivolav twv avopwv kal d0&av avaAoyllopevog
étapdtteto TV Puxrv. TéAog d¢ ToLg TOAAOVS Twv PlAwV dmooteldag eig v TOALWV
avTog &l aAANV  atpamov  petaParwv  mapgnAdafe v BapvAwva  xatl
KATAOTEATOTEdEVOAC  AMO  otadiwv  duakooiwv  1ovxiav  eixev. maviwv 0
Bavpaldvtwy fkov Eog avtov aAdot te Aelovg Twv EAAN VoV katl twv prAocddwv ol
Tiegl TOv AvdEapyxov. [5] ovtot ¢ pabdvrteg v aitiav xail toig €k Prroocodiag
XONOAUEVOL AGYOIC EVEQYWS TOOOVTOV HETEONKAV aVTOV WOTE KATAPQOVIOAL HEV
TIAOTG HAVTIKNG, MAAloTa 0 NG magd XaAdalolg mEoTIpHwHévnc. didmeQ O Pactdevg,
WOTEQEL TETQWHEVOS TNV PUXTV Kal TolS TwV PrAoodPwv UylaoOeig Adyolg, elg v
BaBuAwva petoa tng duvapews elonAOev.
[2] While he was still three hundred furlongs from Babylon, the scholars called
Chaldaeans, who have gained a great reputation in astrology and are accustomed to
predict future events by a method based on age-long observations, chose from their
number the eldest and most experienced. By the configuration of the stars they had
learned of the coming death of the king in Babylon, and they instructed their
representatives to report to the king the danger which threatened. They told their envoys
also to urge upon the king that he must under no circumstances make his entry into the
city; [3] that he could escape the danger if he re-erected the tomb of Belus which had been
demolished by the Persians, but he must abandon his intended route and pass the city by.
The leader of the Chaldaean envoys, whose name was Belephantes, was not bold enough
to address the king directly but secured a private audience with Nearchus, one of
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Alexander's Friends, and told him everything in detail, requesting him to make it known
to the king.

[4] When Alexander, accordingly, learned from Nearchus about the Chaldaeans'
prophecy, he was alarmed and more and more disturbed, the more he reflected upon the
ability and high reputation of these people. After some hesitation, he sent most of his
Friends into Babylon, but altered his own route so as to avoid the city and set up his
headquarters in a camp at a distance of two hundred furlongs. This act caused general
astonishment and many of the Greeks came to see him, notably among the philosophers
Anaxarchus. [5] When they discovered the reason for his action, they plied him with
arguments drawn from philosophy and changed him to the degree that he came to despise
all prophetic arts, and especially that which was held in high regard by the Chaldaeans. It
was as if the king had been wounded in his soul and then healed by the words of the
philosophers, so that he now entered Babylon with his army.

[6] Twv O éyxwolwv, kabame kal mEOTEQOV, PUNaVOQWTIWS VTOdEXOUEVWY TOVG
OTOATIWTAS ATIAVTEG WEMUNOAV TIQOS AVEOLV KAl TOQUPTV, TOAANG TV Emitndeiwv
TIECKEVAOUEVNG daxPAelng. TavTa pev o0V ETEAX O KATX TOUTOV TOV EVIAUTOV.

[6] As on the previous occasion, the population received the troops hospitably, and all
turned their attention to relaxation and pleasure, since everything necessary was available
in profusion. These were the events of this year.
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[1] ér’ doxovtog & AOnvnow Aynoiov Pwuaiol katéotnoav vratovg I'diov IémAov
kat Iamigov, OAvumiag & xOn tetdotn mEOG taic £katov Kal déxka, kab’ fv evika
otddov Mikivag Podlog. kata d& TOUTOV TOV XQOVOV €€ ATIAONG OXEDOV TNG OLKOLUEVNG
nkov mEéoPelc, ol pev ovyxaipovteg Emi 0l KatopOwuaoty, ol d¢ oTedavoLVTEG,
adAdot d¢ dllac kat ovppaxiag TOépevol, TOAAoL d¢ dwEAS peYAAOTIQETELS
Kopilovteg, Tvég de UTEQ TV EYKAAOVUEVWY ATIOAOYOUHEVOL. [2] XwOIS YXQ TWV &ATO
¢ Aotac €é0vav kal moAewy, €t 0¢ duvaotwv ToAAOL kal twv €k tN¢ Evpwnng kat
APBone katmvinoay, éx pev Aong Kapxndovior kat Apudoivike kal mavteg ol v
naQAALoV oikovvteg péxol twv HoaxkAelwv ommAwy, €k d¢ g Evownng al te twv
‘EAA Vv moAeg é€émeppav kat Makedoveg, €t ¢ TAAvglot kat twv mept Tov Adolav
olkoLVTWV oL Aelovg, T Te Opdkix Yévn kal Twv mMANoxwewv I'nAatwv, @v tote
TIOWTOV TO YévOog €yvawoon aga tolg ‘EAAnow.

[1] When Agesias was archon at Athens, the Romans installed as consuls Gaius Publius
and Papirius, and the one hundred and fourteenth celebration of the Olympic Games took
place, in which Micinas of Rhodes won the foot race. Now from practically all the
inhabited world came envoys on various missions, some congratulating Alexander on his
victories, some bringing him crowns, others concluding treaties of friendship and alliance,
many bringing handsome presents, and some prepared to defend themselves against
accusations. [2] Apart from the tribes and cities as well as the local rulers of Asia, many of
their counterparts in Europe and Libya put in an appearance; from Libya, Carthaginians
and Libyphoenicians and all those who inhabit the coast as far as the Pillars of Heracles;
from Europe, the Greek cities and the Macedonians also sent embassies, as well as the
Illyrians and most of those who dwell about the Adrfatic Sea, the Thracian peoples and
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even those of their neighbours the Gauls, whose people became known then first in the
Greek world

[3] 6 d¢ AAéEavdpog amoypadnyv AaPwv Twv mEéoPewv dLéTale TOIG UEV TIOWTOLG
ddOVAL TAC ATIOKELOELS KAl TOLS €ET)C ATAOL. KAl TIOWTOLS HEV EXQNHUATIOE TOIG VTTEQ TWV
LEQWV TIAQAYEYEVIUEVOLS, OEVTEQOLS D& TOIG TteQL TWV dwEEeWV TjKovoLy, £ENG O¢ TOIg
apudLoPnToels €XoVOL TIEOG TOLG OHOQOUG, TETAQTOLS Of TOIG TEQPL TWV OWTIKWYV
1KOLOL, TEUTITOLS OE TOIG AVTIAEYOLOL TteRL TG kaBodov twv Puyddwv. [4] Tolc pev ovv
HAeloic mowrolc exonuatioey, eita Appwvievot kat AeAdoig kat KogwvOiowg, €t d¢
Endavelog kat toic AAAOLS, katd TV 00&aV TV LEQWV TEOKQIVWV Tag EvTeVEELC.
naoalg 0¢ talg mEeoPelalg prAotiunOels KeEXAQLOHEVAS dOLVAL TAS QTIOKQIOELS
EVAQECTOVEVAS ATEAVOE KATX TO dLVATOV.

[3] Alexander drew up a list of the embassies and arranged a schedule of those to whom
tirst he would give his reply and then the others in sequence. First he heard those who
came on matters concerning religion; second, those who brought gifts; next, those who
had disputes with their neighbours; fourth, those who had problems concerning
themselves alone; and fifth, those who wished to present arguments against receiving back
their exiles. [4] He dealt with the Eleians first, then with the Ammonians and the
Delphians and the Corinthians, as well as with the Epidaurians and the rest, receiving
their petitions in the order of importance of the sanctuaries. In all cases he made every
effort to deliver replies which would be gratifying, and sent everyone away content so far
as he was able.
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[1] drtoAvoag d¢ tag mpeoPeiag mepl TNV Tadnv £yiveto tov Hpalotiwvog. tooavtnyv &
oTovdNV €momoato TQEOG TNV NG EKPOQAS EmUéAelav @OTE U HOVOV  TAG
npoyeyevnuévag map avlpwmols tadac VmegParécOal, AAAx kal TOIC E00HEVOLG
undepiav OTEEDETV KATAALTIELV. KAL YOO T)YATNOEV AQUTOV HAALOTA TWV €V OTOQYT)
GAwV doEalopeévwy Kal HeTa TNV TEAELTIV €TIUNOEV AVTOV AVLTEQPANTWS. LWvTa peEv
YaQ mEoetiunoe TavTwv Twv Gilwv, kalreg Koatepov dpdiav éxovtog évauiAdov. [2]
ETEL YAQ TIC TV étalpwv eimev pundév katadeéotepov ‘Hpatotiwvog tov Koatepov
otéoyeoOay, emepOéyato Koatepov pév yoao eivar prropaciiéa, Hbalotiowva de
PLUAaAEEaVDQOV. TG 08 Aaelov PNTEOC KATA TIV TOWTNV EVTELELY dLX TNV Ayvolav
ngookvvovong Ttov ‘Hobawotiova wg ovia PacAéa kal peta TV Emlyvwotv
dLTOEMOUEVTG elmeV, UNdEV PEOVTIOTC, W UNTEQ: KAl yaQ kol o0Tog AAEEAVDQOG.

[3] kaB6AoL Yoo 6 Hpalotiwv tooavtng éEovoiag kal PAKNG EKOVwVEL TapENolag wg
M OAvumiddog aAAotolwg €xovong mEOg avtov dx Tov GOOVOV Kal KATA TAG
ETUOTOARG ETUTIUWONG VT OKANQEOTEQOV Kal ATmellovong td te dAAa yodat mEOg
AVTNV EMMANKTIKOS Kal KATA TNV EMOTOANV ETl TeAevtng Oetval tavta. ‘Kat mEog
NUAGS Tavov dwxParropévn kal pn xaAémawe undé amelder et de un, petolwg MLV
HeAN)oeL: oldag yaQ 6tt AAEEAVDQOG KQEITTWV ATAVTWY.”

[1] When the embassies had been dismissed, Alexander threw himself into preparations
for the burial of Hephaestion. He showed such zeal about the funeral that it not only
surpassed all those previously celebrated on earth but also left no possibility for anything
greater in later ages. He had loved Hephaestion most of the group of Friends who were
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thought to have been high in his affections, and after his death showed him superlative
honour. In his lifetime, he had preferred him to all, although Craterus had a rival claim to
his love; [2] so, for example, that when one of the companions said that Craterus was
loved no less than Hephaestion, Alexander had answered that Craterus was king-loving,
but Hephaestion was Alexander-loving. At their first meeting with Dareius's mother,
when she from ignorance had bowed to Hephaestion supposing him to be the king and
was distressed when this was called to her attention, Alexander had said: "Never mind,
mother. For actually he too is Alexander." [3] As a matter of fact, Hephaestion enjoyed so
much power and freedom of speech based on this friendship that when Olympias was
estranged from him because of jealousy and wrote sharp criticisms and threats against him
in her letters, he felt strong enough to answer her reproachfully and ended his letter as
follows: "Stop quarrelling with us and do not be angry or menacing. If you persist, wel
shall not be much disturbed. You know that Alexander means more to us than anything."
[4] 6 " o0V Paciletg T TEOS TNV €kDOQAV TAQATKELALOUEVOS TAIS HEV TTANCIOV
TOAeoL MEooETale kat dVVAHULY CLUUPAAAecOAL OO TOV NG EKPOEAS KOOV, TAoL
d¢ tolg kata TV Aciav olkovol mpooétalev o Tapx toig ITégoang tepov mLE
KaAovpevov EmpeAws oféoal, HEXQL av TeAEor TNV EKPopav: TovTo Ot elwbaoty ol
[Tépoat motetv katx tag v Paciéwv teAevtde. [5] 10 08¢ mANOog xaAemov olwvov
éti0eto 10 MEOOoTAyua kat to Oelov DmeAduPavov meoonuaively tov tov BaociAéwg
Oavatov. €yéveto 0 xal dAAa onuelx mapddoéa mEodnAovvta TV AAeEdvdoov
TeEAEVTV, TEQL WV UIKQEOV VOTEQOV €povuev, Otav TOvV mepl TG €kdPopag Adyov
ATIOOWUEV.

[4] As part of the preparations for the funeral, the king ordered the cities of the region to
contribute to its splendour in accordance with their ability, and he proclaimed to all the
peoples of Asia that they should sedulously quench what the Persians call the sacred fire,
until such time as the funeral should be ended. This was the custom of the Persians when
their kings died, [5] and people thought that the order was an ill omen, and that heaven
was foretelling the king's own death. There were also at this time other strange signs
pointing to the same event, as we shall relate shortly, after we have finished the account of
the funeral.
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[1] TV Yoo 1)yepovay kat Gpidwv ékaotog otoxalopevog TG ToL PaciAéws dpeokelag
Kateokevalev eldwAa Ol eAEPavTog Kkal XovooL kal Twv AAAwV Twv Bavpalopévwv
Qe avOEwWToLS, avTOg O TOLG dpXltéktovag dbpotoag kal Aemttovpywv ANO0g Tov
pev telyouvg kabetdev Emi déka otadiovg, TV O’ omt v MALVOOV avaAeEapevog Kal TOv
deXOUEVOV TIV TTLEAYV TOTIOV OHAAOV KATAOKEVAOTAS WKODOUNOE TETEATTAEVQOV TILEAY,
otadlatag ovong EkAoTtng mAgvac. [2] elg Totdkovta d¢ dOHOVS dLEAOHEVOS TOV TOTIOV
KAl KATAOTOWOAS TAG 0Q0PAC POWVIKWV OTEAEXEOL TETQAYWVOV £TMOIN0E TAV TO
KATAOKEVAOUA. HeTta d¢ tavta meQLetifel T mMeQPOAw mavtl KOOHOV, 00 TNV HEV
KONTIOA XOLOAL TEVTNELKAL TIOQEAL CLVETIANIQOLY, ovOAL TOV AQOUOV dlakoolat
TECOAQAKOVTR, £TtL ¢ TV EMWTOWV €xovoat OVO HEV TOEOTAG €l YOVU kekaOukoTtag
TETOATINXELS, AVOQLAVTAG 0& MevTamnxels KabwmAlopévoug, tovg de peTald TOTOUG
dowvikideg avemAnpovv mAntal. [3] Vmepdvw Ot TOVTWV TV DELTEQAV ETIAVELXOV
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XWOAV dXOEG MEVTEKADEKATIXELS, KATA HEV TV AaPr)v éxovoatl XQuooug otePAvoug,
KATX 0 TNV €KPAOYWOLV AETOVG DATIETMETAKOTAG TAG TTEQLYAS KAl KATW VeLOVTAC,
TR O TAC PATELS DOAKOVTAG APOQWVTAS TOUG AETOVGC. KATA & TIV TOLTNV TeQLPOQAV
KATEOKEVLAOTO Cwwv Tavtodanwv TANOoc kuvnyovpévawv. [4] émetta 1) pev tetdotn
XWoa KevTavgopaxlav xouonv eixev, 1) d¢ méumtn) Aéoviag xkal TavQOUS eVAAAXE
XOLOOUC. TO O’ AVTEQOV HEQOS EmeTAT|owTO Makedovikwy kail BagPaoikwv OTAwY, @V
HEV tag avdoayaldiag, @v d¢ TAC MTTAC ONUALVOVTIWV. Tl Aol d¢ EPELOTHKELTOY
Zepnveg duakoldol kat duvapevat AeAn0otweg déEaoBal tovg €v avtals Oviag Katl
adovtag Emkndov Opnvov 1@ TeteAevtnkott. [5] to O Uog nMv SAov ToOL
KATAOKEVAOUATOS TXES TAEOUG TWV £KATOV TOLAKOVTIXA. KaBOAov d¢ twv Te
NYEHOVWV Kal TV OTOATIWTOV ATAVIWV Kal Twv MEETPewv, €Tl d¢ TV EyxXwolwv
drAdotunOévtwv eig Tov g €KPopac koopov Gaol 10 MAN00S TV AvaAwdévtwv
XONMATWV YeYOVEVAL TAEIW TV HLEIWV KAl DO IA LWV TaA&VTWV.

[1] Each of the generals and Friends tried to meet the king's desires and made likenesses of
Hephaestion in ivory and gold and other materials which men hold in high regard.
Alexander collected artisans and an army of workmen and tore down the city wall to a
distance of ten furlongs. He collected the baked tiles and levelled off the place which was
to receive the pyre, and then constructed this square in shape, each side being a furlong in
length. [2] He divided up the area into thirty compartments and laying out the roofs upon
the trunks of palm trees wrought the whole structure into a square shape. Then he
decorated all the exterior walls. Upon the foundation course were golden prows of
quinqueremes in close order, two hundred and forty in all. Upon the catheads each carried
two kneeling archers four cubits in height, and (on the deck) armed male figures five
cubits high, while the intervening spaces were occupied by red banners fashioned out of
telt. [3] Above these, on the second level, stood torches fifteen cubits high with golden
wreaths about their handles. At their flaming ends perched eagles with outspread wings
looking downward, while about their bases were serpents looking up at the eagles. On the
third level were carved a multitude of wild animals being pursued by hunters. [4] The
fourth level carried a centauromachy rendered in gold, while the fifth showed lions and
bulls alternating, also in gold. The next higher level was covered with Macedonian and
Persian arms, testifying to the prowess of the one people and to the defeats of the other.
On top of all stood Sirens, hollowed out and able to conceal within them persons who
sang a lament in mourning for the dead. [5] The total height of the pyre was more than one
hundred and thirty cubits. All of the generals and the soldiers and the envoys and even
the natives rivalled one another in contributing to the magnificence of the funeral, so, it is
said, that the total expense came to over twelve thousand talents.

[6] akoAovBwe d¢ tavTn T HeYaAoTReTElX KAl TWV AAAWV YEVOUEVWV KATA THV
EKPOQAV TIHWV TO TeAevTaiov mEooétalev anaot Ovewv ‘Hopalotiwve Oeq magédow: katl
Yoo kato TOXNV Nkev eig v Gidwv Plimmog, xonopov Gpépwv map’ Appwvog Bvety
‘Hoawotiwvt Oeq. diomeQ yevOHEVOS TTEQLXAQT)S €T TQ Kal TOV Oe0V KEKLEWKEVAL THV
aUTOL YVWUNV TowTog TNV OQuvoiav émetéAecev kal tO mANO0c Aaumpwsg Umedéfaro,
Hoox TOV aplOpov Bvoag tegela MAVTOdATIA.

[6] In keeping with this magnificence and the other special marks of honour at the funeral,
Alexander ended by decreeing that all should sacrifice to Hephaestion as god coadjutor.
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As a matter of fact, it happened just at this time that Philip, one of the Friends, came
bearing a response from Ammon that Hephaestion should be worshipped as a god.
Alexander was delighted that the god had ratified his own opinion, was himself the first to
perform the sacrifice, and entertained everybody handsomely. The sacrifice consisted of
ten thousand victims of all sorts.
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[1] peta d¢ v €xdPoEAV €lg AVETELS Kal TTAVI)YLOLKOV BLOV EKTEATEVTOG TOL BaciAéwg,
dOKOLVTOG loxVeLY TOTE TAEIOTOV KAL HAALOT €VDALUOVELY, 1) TTEMOWUEVT] OVVIQEL TOV
VMO NG PUOEWS AVTQ OLYKEXWENUEVOV TOVL (Vv XQOVOV. 0OV d¢ kal To Oelov eonpave
TV TEAELTNV AVTOD, TOAAWV Kol TAQAdOEWV Olw V@V KAl ONUElwV OUVTEAOVHEVWV.

[1] After the funeral, the king turned to amusements and festivals, but just when it seemed
that he was at the peak of his power and good fortune, Fate cut off the time allowed him
by nature to remain alive. Straightway heaven also began to foretell his death, and many
strange portents and signs occurred.

[2] ToU v Pacléws dAeipouévou kal TG PactAknc ¢oOntog kai diadnuatog émi
Tvog Bp0vov teBévTog TV Eyxwolwv TG dedepévog EAVON tag TéEdAS AVTOUATWS KAl
AaBwv ToUg PLAakag dINADEe dx TV TS AVANG OLEWV AveMKWAUTWS. [3] MEooeABwV
O¢ 1t OpOvVw Kal TV PacAknV EVOLOApEVOS 00Nt Kal TO dddnua meELOépevog
&xd0ioev €mi tov Bpdvov kal v Novxiav Nye. yvwobelong d¢ g mod&ews 6 PactAelg
KATATAQYELS TO apado&ov eoonADe Tt Odvw Kal Xwols katanmANEews oI TOV
avOowmov avéxgve tic wv Kal Tl fovAduevog tovto émpate. [4] Tov d¢ eimdvTog Undev
ATAWG YIVWOKELV TOIG HAVTETL TTROCAVADEEVOC TeQL TOV OTpElOL TOVTOV HEV KATA
TNV EKelVV KOOV ATIEKTELVEV, OTIWS TAX ONUALVOUEVA dLOXEQT] €IS EKELVOV TEETITAL,
avTtog O¢ dvaAaPwv TV €00nta Kat Oeoig amotgomalolg Ovoag év dywvia kabelotikel
Kal TG TV XaAdalwv TQEOQONOEWS EUVNHOVELOE Kal TOUG HEV OLUTEITAVTAG
drAooopoug mageAbetv eic v BapuAwva katepéudeto, v d¢ téxvny twv XaAdalwv
Kal TV TV avOowv ayxivowav é0avpale, kaBoAov d¢ toLg Talc evENOAoYIALg
KATAOTOPLLOPEVOUG THV DVVAULY TNG TEMQWIEVNG EBAATPTUEL

[2[ Once when the king was being rubbed with oil and the royal robe and diadem were
lying on a chair, one of the natives who was kept in bonds was spontaneously freed from
his fetters, escaped his guards' notice, and passed through the doors of the palace with no
one hindering. [3] He went to the royal chair, put on the royal dress and bound his head
with the diadem, them seated himself upon the chair and remained quiet. As soon as the
king learned of this, he was terrified at the odd event, but walked to the chair and without
showing his agitation asked the man quietly who he was and what he meant by doing
this. [4] When he made no reply whatsoever, Alexander referred the portent to the seers
for interpretation and put the man to death in accordance with their judgment, hoping
that the trouble which was forecast by his act might light upon the man's own head. He
picked up the clothing and sacrificed to the gods who avert evil, but continued to be
seriously troubled. He recalled the prediction of the Chaldaeans and was angry with the
philosophers who had persuaded him to enter Babylon. He was impressed anew with the
skill of the Chaldaeans and their insight, and generally railed at those who used specious
reasoning to argue away the power of Fate.
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[5] pet’ OoAtyov d¢ dAAo onuelov avT@ TeEQl NG Paodelag TO datpoviov EméoTnoe.
BovAopévou yap avtov OeacacBal v mepl v BauvAwva Alpvnv kat mAéovtog peto
TV GPAWV €V TIoV AKATOLS P’ NHépag HEV Tvag ATooXlo0elong TS VEwS Ao TV
AAAwV okadpwv EmMAavrOn povog, wote katl v cwtnelav anoyvwvat: [6] émetta dx
TIVOG AVA@VOG OTEVOL KAl OUVUTETMUKAOUEVOL dEVDQETL DATAEOVTOS KAl TV UEV
UTeQKEUEV@Y, TOV d¢ dxdruatog VO ToVTWV AEOEVTOS Kkal MAALW elg v Alpvnv
TEOOVTOG €1C TV €QETWV OOV EAUEVOS Kal BOVAOEVOC ATPAADS OwoaL TO dddnua
neocé0eTo 1) kepaAn kat mEooevéato @ mAolw. [7] teelg d& Nuéoac kal tag oag
voktag dxmAavnOelc dleowOn Kat O dddnua meplOépevog dveAmiotws TMAALY TOLG
HAVTETL TQOOAVEDPEQE TEQL TV TTQOOT|UALVOUEVWV.

[5] A little while later heaven sent him a second portent about his kingship. He had
conceived the desire to see the great swamp of Babylonia and set sail with his friends in a
number of skiffs. For some days his boat became separated from the others and he was
lost and alone, fearing that he might never get out alive. [6] As his craft was proceeding
through a narrow channel where the reeds grew thickly and overhung the water, his
diadem was caught and lifted from his head by one of them and then dropped into the
swamp. One of the oarsmen swam after it and, wishing to return it safely, placed it on his
head and so swam back to the boat. [7] After three days and nights of wandering,
Alexander found his way to safety just as he had again put on his diadem when this
seemed beyond hope. Again he turned to the soothsayers for the meaning of all this.
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[1]tovtwv 08¢ mapaxeAevopévwy Quoiag émiteAelv tolg 00l PEYAAOTIQETIELS HETX
TIAONG OTIOLING TEEKANON TTEOC Tva TV PlAwv Mndov tov OeTtaAov Tl KWHOV
EADetvikdxel MOAVV dkpatov udoonOeic émi teAevtne HoakAéovg uéya motrjolov
nAnowoag e&émiev. [2] advw d¢ @omeQ VMO TVOG TANYNG LOXLEAS TETATYHEVOS
aveotévale péya Porjoag kat VLTO TV PIAwV ATNAA&TTETO XERAYWYOVUEVOS. €VOVG O
oL pev mept v Oepameiav ekdeEAUEVOL KATEKALVAV AVTOV Kal TTQOOT|OQEVOV ETIUEAQC,
[3] tov d¢ m&Boug €mitelvovTog KAl TV xTEwV oLYKANOEévTwY Pondnoat pév ovdeig
£duvnOn, moAAoic de mMOvoLg Kal dewvailg dAyndoot ovoyxelelg, emedn O NV AMEYVW,
TLEQLEAOEVOG TOV dAKTUALOV €dwke TTepdikka. [4] v d¢ PAwV EMeQWTOVTWY, TiVL TNV
Baoelav amoAeinels; elmev, T kpatiotw, kat mpooedpOEéyEato, tavtnV TeAevtaloy
dwvnv mEoéuevog, OTL HEyav Aywva avt@ EMITAPOV OLOTIOOVTIAL TIAVTEG Ol
TEWTEVOVTEG TWV PlAwV.

[1 ]They bade him sacrifice to the gods on a grand scale and with all speed, but he was
then called away by Medius, the Thessalian, one of his Friends, to take part in a comus.
There he drank much unmixed wine in commemoration of the death of Heracles, and
finally, filling a huge beaker, downed it at a gulp. [2] Instantly he shrieked aloud as if
smitten by a violent blow and was conducted by his Friends, who led him by the hand
back to his apartments.! His chamberlains put him to bed and attended him closely, [3] but
the pain increased and the physicians were summoned. No one was able to do anything
helpful and Alexander continued in great discomfort and acute suffering. When he, at
length, despaired of life, he took off his ring and handed it to Perdiccas. [4] His Friends
asked: "To whom do you leave the kingdom?" and he replied: "To the strongest." He
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added, and these were his last words, that all of his leading Friends would stage a vast
contest in honour of his funeral.

[5] o0TOC HéEV oDV TOV MEOERNUEVOV TEOTOV €TteAeVTNOE Pactdlevoag €tn dwdeka kol
UNVAG €MTd, MEAELES d&¢ HEYIOTAC KATEQYAOAUEVOS OUL HOVOV TV TQO QAVUTOV
Paolevoavtwy, dAAx kal Twv DoTeQov €0opévwy HéXOL ToL kKal’ fjuag Plov. émel Oé
TIVEG TWV OLYYOAPEwV TEQL TNG TeAeLTNG TOL PacAéws TOVTOL dAXTEPWVTKAOLY,
amopavopevor dx  Gagudkov Oavaoipov yeyovévar tov Odvatov, avaykalov
NYoUpeDa DLV pT) MAQAALTIELY AVTWV TOLG AOYOUG.

[5] This was how he died after a reign of twelve years and seven months.! He
accomplished greater deeds than any, not only of the kings who had lived before him but
also of those who were to come later down to our time.

Since some historians disagree about the death of Alexander, and state that this occurred
in consequence of a draught of poison, it seems necessary for us to mention their account
also.
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[1] daot yao Avtimatoov émi g Evowmnmne otoatnyov 01’ avtov kataAeipOévra
dtevexOnvar meog OAvumdda v untéoa L PacAéws Kal TO HEV TOWTOV
KATAPQOVELY avTNG X TO U1 mEoodéxecOat tov AALEAVOQOV TAS KAT AUTOL
duxfoAdg, botegov O atetl g €x00ag avfopévng, Tov Pacléws dx TO TMEOS TO Oelov
evoePec mavta BovAopévou T untot xapiCeoBal, mMoAAag udaoelc dOOVAL TS TEOG
avTOV AAAOTOLOTNTOG: TIROG d¢ TovTOoLS TS Tapueviwvog kat PAdtov odpayng Gpoiknv
gumotlovong toig GiAoLg dux Tov Wiov LIOL Tetaypévou meQL TOV KVabov dovval mielty
Oavdoipov pdoparxov @ PactAel. [2] peta d¢ NV TeAevThv TAELOTOV IOXVOAVTOS TWV
kata v Evowmmv kal peta tavta Kaoavdpov tov viov dudeEapévov v Paocidelay
TOAAOVG oLYYQadEIS Ut TOAUAV Yodat TTeQl TS Paguakelac. GpaveQov 0& yeyovéval
Kaoavdgov oI avtwv twv mpdfewv aAlotouwtata dlakelpevov tolg AAeEavdoov
nodypaot: v te yag OAvumidda ¢ovevoavia atadov oupal kat tag T Ekeltvou
kataokadeloas OMpPag dvokioat peta MTOAANG oTovONG.

[1] They say that Antipater, who had been left by Alexander as viceroy in Europe, was at
variance with the king's mother Olympias. At first he did not take her seriously because
Alexander did not heed her complaints against him, but later, as their enmity kept
growing and the king showed an anxiety to gratify his mother in everything out of piety,
Antipater gave many indications of his disaffection. This was bad enough, but the murder
of Parmenion and Philotas struck terror into Antipater as into all of Alexander's Friends,
so by the hand of his own son, who was the king's wine-pourer, he administered poison to
the king. [2] After Alexander's death, Antipater held the supreme authority in Europe and
then his son Casander took over the kingdom, so that many historians did not dare write
about the drug. Casander, however, is plainly disclosed by his own actions as a bitter
enemy to Alexander's policies. He murdered Olympias and threw out her body without
burial, and with great enthusiasm restored Thebes, which had been destroyed by
Alexander.
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Diodoro, Biblioteca Storica, XVII 94. 4

[4] OWOTMEQ AenAatelv pEV aUTOIG OLVEXWENOE TNV TOAgUlav Xwoav, YEHOLOAV
navtolag wdelAelag: &v alg 0 Muéoals 1)1 dVVAUIS TeQL TI)V TIQOVOUTV T|OXOAELTO,
OLVAYAYWV TAC YUVAIKAS TWV OTEATIWTWV Kal TOUG €€ aUTWV YEYOVOTAS TIALOAG
TAUTAG HEV OLVEOTNOATO KATO HNva dWoval Oltov, Tolg d&¢ mawolv Empooag
TAYHATIKAG ATIEVELE KATX TOVG TWV MATEQWY OVAAOYIOHOVC.

[4] Accordingly he allowed them to ravage the enemy's country, which was full of every
good thing. During these days when the army was busy foraging, he called together the
wives of the soldiers and their children; to the wives he undertook to give a monthly
ration, to the children he distributed a service bonus in proportion to the military records
of their fathers.
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