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Main Questions

» Factors influencing or causing a cultural trajectory

which sets Anatolia apart from 1ts neighbouring regions

» Nature of a more specifically “Anatolian” cultural

trajectory



“Anatolia” is not synonymous with modern Turkey

Here understood as Asiatic Turkey West of the Taurus
Mountains
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Two “classie” views of Ancient Anatolia

» Anatolia as the northernmost extension of the
Near Kast (orientalist view).

Is there a cultural fault line?

» Anatolia as a Bridge between East and West (ex

oriente lux)

Especially popular 1n diffusionist models

Are these models sufficient to understand the cultural

dynamics 1n this area?



Archaeology versus History?

There are emerging problems at the
interface between textual and
archaeological evidence 1n the 274

millennium BC — what 1s the reason?
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Potential and actual
forestation

in Anatolia

after Mayer/Aksoy 1986

Potential Forestation

@ Forest Natural steppe and forest-steppe

=" Rivers and lakes m Recent steppe and cultivated land

Actual Forestation
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Landscape at Alexandria Troas on the Biga Peninsula




Biga Peninsula at Gulpmar













Pontus Mountains
near Kastamonu

Ceyhan River and Taurus
Mountains
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Liate Neolithic and
Early Chalcolithic

¢. 6500 — 5500 BC




Liate Neolithic and
Early Chalcolithic

¢. 6500 — 5500 BC
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Middle & Late
Chalcolithice

=

¢. 5500 — 3000 BC
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First Half of Early Bronze Age

c¢. 3000 — 2500 BC




Bronze Ag

arly



The Later Part of
the Early Bronze
Age

¢. 2b00 — 1970 BC







Hittite Anatolia
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The history of research
& current questions in

Hittite archaeology
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Hittite History:

The Rise of the Hittite
State — the Empire
Period



Bogazkoy-Hattusa & Hittite Settlement



Between Traditional
Piety and Imperial
Ideology I‘Ettlte |
Religion




Hittite Kconomy...



The Nature of a
Hittite Empire




Hittite Rock Monuments
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Current Problems in
Hittite
Archaeological
Research




What Happened
in the Aegean
World?




Anatolian involvement in international trade/communication




DL

r——

] 1 [ #
i > |
" = N

¥ 1
L]




The End: The Collapse of the Hittite Empire and the Onset
of the Dark Ages



Why and how is Anatolia different?



